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An overview on present situation of shifting cultivation in a Khamu village in northern Laos
HIROTA, Isao (Graduate School of Agriculture, Kyoto University)
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The Evolution and the Research Challenges of Organic Farming in Thailand A Crossroad of

the Temporary Bubble Phenomenon or the Stable Progress
KURASHIMA, Takayuki (Agri-Business Center, Kasetsart Univ./Expert, ERECON)
Thawansak PHAOSANG (Agri-Business Center, Fac. of Agriculture, Kasetsart Univ.)
Opal SUWUNNAMEK (Fac. of Agricultural Technology, King Mongkut’s Institute of Technology)

Abstract

Here we review and discuss the current situation and the historical evolution of organic farming in Thailand, which is
considered to be changing dynamically after the establishment of the ‘National Committee for Organic Farming
Development’ in December 2007. The number and area of Thai organic farms increased by eight and ten times,
respectively, from 2001 to 2006, and the farms have been certified by both domestic and foreign organizations. The
status of organic farming in Thailand is in the developing stage following South Korea, Japan, and Taiwan in the Asian
region, as has been noted by some analysts. Undoubtedly, the establishment of a national committee will contribute to
the direction of development. However, it is unclear whether the establishment of this committee simply reflects a
temporary bubble phenomenon or is linked to the stable development of organic agriculture in Thailand. More than
previously, various factors seem to mediate development in Thailand toward the next stage, including ecological,
economical, social, political, and historical factors. We consider the area study method with a multifaceted approach to
be useful for the future development of Thai organic farming.
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